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Welcome to Mantua Elementary School!

As Mantua parents, we all have the same goal -- to ensure our children have positive
and rewarding elementary school years. Joining the PTA is a great way to enhance
your family's experience at Mantua. The Mantua PTA is a dynamic organization. We
work to keep you informed, host fun events, sponsor enrichment programs, provide
outreach to children and parents, and support our terrific school staff and teachers. If
you have any questions about programs or events, please ask us--we are here to help.
Our PTA has been very lucky to have parents who are engaged and involved, and we
invite you to join in. It's a great way to find out more about how Mantua works, meet
your child's friends, and make some new ones of your own!

Warmly,
Nicole Armstrong
Mantua PTA President

It’'s Easy to Join the PTA

What the PTA does for the school

The PTA sponsors and/or organizes the basketladr@m for grades 3-6, Fall Book Fair,
Spring Carnival, Drama Club, before- and after-sthareign/sign language and science
programs, the volunteer program, teacher appreaiavents, the weekly Alert News and much
more.

Get a school directory

By joining the PTA, you receive the school diregtorhis valuable resource of family, teacher
and staff phone numbers, e-mail addresses andimdigributed free to all PTA members.
How do | join?

You will receive a flyer in your “first day” foldewith instructions. Also, at the beginning of
each school year, the PTA has sign-up tables @gi®® House before school starts and Back-
to-School night in the first month of school. Ycan also sign up online at the PTA website at
www.MantuaPTA.org. For more information, contabe8non Murphy, PTA Membership
Chair, atshannon.murphy29@verizon.net

The number one reason to join Parent Teacher Associations to benefit your child.
In doing so, you also help your school. But treme@many more PTA advantages:
e Get ConnectedThere’s no better way to know what's happeningaar school.

o Discover Great Resource3he PTA offers a variety of programs designedpfaments as
well as students.

e Tap into a Network PTA functions are opportunities to meet otheepts and teachers,
building rapport and discussing issues that argoom mind. You can share ideas,
concerns, and experiences.




Got Questions? Get a Sponsor'!

The PTA Sponsor program helps new Mantua ES pavatiigransition

Many parents at Mantua remember what it’s likeaweéha new kindergartner or a transfer
student. That's why we’ve created the Sponsornarag.. to help ease the transition to a new
school.

Your sponsor can answer questions via e-mail, phangerson however the two of you decide.
Some of the many answers a Sponsor can provide grgestions like these:

Help! How does the Kiss and Ride work? What happens if my child forgets his lunch? How can |
volunteer at the school other than during the weekday? Which principal handles what? What
sport programs are available for a kindergartner?

Sponsors are friendly, patient, knowledgeable,taeg really want to help new families find
their way at Mantua. We have sponsors that spaaiulages other than English, as well.
Best of all, it's easy to get one!

If you're new to Mantua ES and have a question or wuld like a sponsor, e-mail
New Family Welcome Coordinatormonica.cameron@cox.nebr call 703-359-4298.

Volunteer Opportunities

Our volunteers make Mantua Elementary a very speciaol and all of our children benefit frany
amount of time that you can give.

Volunteering gives you the chance to know yourdrih’'s school, teachers, community and other parent
better — AND kids love seeing their parents pgrtite at their school!

There are many opportunities to volunteer at Manfugu would like information about any of them,
please contact the Volunteer Coordinator:

Direct Classroom Involvement: Room Parent, Party Coordinators, Spring Carrieaith Coordinator
(March), Carnival Basket Coordinator (March), TeaicAppreciation Luncheon Class Coverage (May),
Field Day Helper (June), Art Room Assistance an@@mputer Lab Assistance (with class 1x every
other week), and Take Home Reading Parent for griel2

School-Wide Volunteers: Book Fair (November), Cafeteria Assistance (Sgtduring lunch periods),
Clinic Aide, Health Screening Aide (half day in @bv), Library Assistance, Office Assistance (Gtati
or Receptionist 2-3 times per year), Secretarigs @average (April), School Spirit and Hospitality
Committees (family fun nights, ice cream sociascher luncheon, etc), and Spring Carnival Planning
Committee. To find out more about volunteeringagke contact Volunteer Coordinator Teresa
Willebeek-Lemair at teresalemair@aol.com or 703-9805.




FAQs for Mantua K-2 Grade Parents

| keep hearing about “families” of classes. What des that mean?

From kindergarten through second grade, studeatplaced into one of three Families — Family 1, isaghor
Family 3. Each family has one or two classes ed&indergartners, first-graders and second-gradéost students
stay in the same family for kindergarten througtosel grade. All three families are supported by tats
specialists (Reading, Learning Disabilities, ES@&chnology and Total Communications).

The teachers within each family work together. 8tid sometimes have different teachers within higeo family.
For example, your first-grader may be very stronhgudtraction. For that subject, she might be @laasroom with
mostly second-graders in her family. Likewise hiéseeds extra help learning to tell time, she&ligbouped with
children with similar needs in the same subjeath@aps more first-graders and kindergartner fromféaeily. This
is called “flexible grouping.” Still, most of younhild’s day will be spent with her primary classnoteacher. In
addition to enabling the teachers to meet a widege of student needs, the families also provicenaforting
“small-school feel” to younger students.

What is a multi-age class?

Multi-age grouping is the practice of purposelygitg children of more than one age and ability lewgether.
Children in multi-age groups are expected to vargXperience, maturity and strengths. Mantua Ele¢angoffers
K-l and 1-2 multi-age classes in addition to “sexgirade” kindergarten and first- and second- grdaeses. Each
K-l classroom has a balance of kindergartners astigraders. Our single-grade kindergarten claasesell our K-
| classrooms have a heterogeneous group of studdéhta variety of strengths and needs.

How does a multi-age approach differ from single-gade programs?

Single-grade classes, too, include students witthge of abilities and needs. Single-grade teagiarsfor and
differentiate instruction based the individual snts. This is the essence of effective teachingbéi@r, a mixture
of ages places the emphasis on individuals and tdileeemphasis off comparisons within a “gradelteve
framework. In a multi-age setting, the teacher tamtyy plans for a wide range of abilities, with myaopportunities
for small group and individualized instruction.

How long will a student stay in a multi-age class?

Students who enter a multi-age class as a “youngi#irSpend two years with the same teacher. Par¢sachers,
and children develop a relationship that can bagmediately in September. In any given year, Hadf tlass will
know the teacher’s routines, expectations, and gemant systems. Summer anxiety is reduced andi8kete
begins more easily as half the students can aci@snodels for their new classmates.

What students might particularly benefit from a multi-age classroom?

There is no right answer that fits all childrenn$&ochildren may benefit from a single grade configjon, some
from multi-age, and others from either setting. reh@&re many similarities between both. A multi-atgssroom
may appeal to the child who benefits from projestsall group instruction, and cooperative work vggers. There
may be more varied experiences occurring simultasigavithin the multi-age setting, resulting inaefully
orchestrated but active environment. The perséesidf children also should be considered, for sorag gain
confidence and leadership by assuming the roleldt,” if not this year, then the next.

Fortunately, at Mantua, your child will probablyveathe experience of both a single-grade and ai-agdt
experience during their K-2 years. Often our stéslerho begin in a K-l classroom then move to a sdarade
classroom. Other students who begin in a kindeegartassroom, then move to a multiage 1-2 classfoomhe
next two years. Parents report their children Haamefited from both experiences!




FAQs for Mantua 3-6 Grade Parents

Do students in grades 3-6 have “families” at the sool?
No, students are not divided into families aftevos®l grade.

What is the “Blackboard 24-7” online tool?

Fairfax County Public Schools has extended learhaypnd the traditional school day and beyond
school facilities by using a tool called FCPS 24earning, commonly known as "Blackboard".
Beginning in 3rd grade, students, parents, andhtaare invited to use FCPS 24-7 Learning to acces
homework and classroom assignments, view clasadalg, explore links to enrichment activities, and
much more. Visit http://fcps.blackboard.com/welspprtal/frameset.jsp for more information.

What is an SOL?

The Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLs) are staéendated standardized tests taken every year
starting in third grade. They are taken in May dade. For more information, visit
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Superintendent/Sblome.shtml.

I've heard Mantua has an extensive music program foolder students.

Starting in third grade, all students learn to plag/recorder. In the fourth grade, students megt ¢b
also play a string instrument once a week in tiohestra or join the chorus. In fifth grade, studanty
elect to play a band or orchestra instrument, aag join the chorus as an extra-curricular activigtyery
student takes general music education classesherat not they choose to participate in orches@aagd
or chorus. Information from the music teachers wgiine home with your student.

What is Colonial Day and Ancient Cultures Day, et@

You'll find that students in grades 3-6 study acdéfesubject throughout the year, such as Colonial
Virginia, ancient cultures, etc. These themes auditd in a special day when the students dress up in
period clothing and participate in related actestioften assisted by parent volunteers.

What is the AA (Advanced Academics) Program?

Mantua has a full-time Advanced Academics (formesdiled Gifted and Talented or GT) Center.
Students are tested in the fall of second gradpdssible placement in the AA Center for grades Be
more information about AA, please contact Kathyllisi at kathyphysics@hotmail.comnd see the
Fairfax County Public Schools website, http://wwsps.edu/DIS/gt/index.html.

What's the basketball program?

Students in grades 3-6 are invited to play in tlentda PTA Basketball League. Students are dividid i
boys’ and girls’ leagues. Grades 3 and 4 play tegaising an 8-foot goal and grades 5 and 6 play
together using a standard 10-foot goal. The le@&gueached by Mantua parents/guardians and is
designed for the kids to have fun while learningkedball fundamentals.




Where to Find More Information Resources

The Alert News

The Alert News is the Mantua PTA weekly email nesftslr. It is sent out in HTML format with
important school updates, activity and event infation, and comes complete with links to
documents (such as registration forms for clubs}dwon the PTA website. A paper copy is
provided to families without access to email. Edmdb@mantuapta.org to get on the
distribution list.

Mantua School and PTA Web Sites

Mantua PTA web site: www.mantuapta.org

Mantua Elementary School web site: www.fcps.edufMaBS

Fairfax County Public Schools web site: www.fcps.e®@arents are encouraged to sign up to
receive FCPS-wide bulletins via Keep In Touch (Kifiass notification system. This is
especially helpful during inclement weather andalo@tional emergency situations.

Translations are now available on the PTA websiteravw.MantuaPTA.org! Click Google
translation button on the right side and follow iteictions. Under the “Parent Resources”
tab, there are also links to Fairfax County PublBchools-translated documents.

The Student Directory

When you join the PTA, you receive a FREE copyhef $tudent Directory, a 60-page phone

and address book that will help you find your chiliiends, as well as contact information for
teachers, staff, PTA officers and chairs, and nmaoke. If you've paid your PTA dues and have
not received a directory, please contact PTA MesthprChair Shannon Murphy at
shannon.murphy29@verizon.net. Additionally, moasstooms have a class roster, generated by
a parent volunteer or the teacher. Be sure toastie!

The Sponsor Program

Dozens of Mantua parents remember what it's likeaee a transfer student or a new
kindergartner, and that’'s why we set up the SpoRsogram for new families. If you'd like to
be paired with a friendly, knowledgeable parentath or e-mail with your questions, please
contactmonica.cameron@cox..ne¥We also have foreign language speaking Sponsors.

FCPS Red Apple 21

For cable TV subscribers, channel 21 offers infaromeabout Fairfax County Public Schools.

The Mantua PTA Parent Handbook

The Mantua PTA Parent Handbook is on the PTA webuwsider the “Parent Resources” tab.
The Handbook answers many questions about Mantradfitary School and the many PTA
programs offered. Additionally, you will receive BECPS handbook from Fairfax County Public
Schools in the fall via your child’s Tuesday folder




Mantua Elementary School 2010-2011 Calendar
(Based on FCPS calendar)

August TBD — Open House — Students and families tdacher assignments in gym, visit new
classrooms and can bring in school supplies.

Sept. 7 First Day of School

Sept. TBD Back-to-School Night (This is a parenisfglians only event.)
Oct. TBD Custodian Appreciation Week

Oct. 11 Columbus Day holiday

Nov. TBD Book Fair (held in library/ proceeds bangbrary)
Nov. 1-2 Student holidays

Nov. 24 Students released two hours early

Nov. 25-26  Thanksgiving holiday

Dec.23-Jan.2 Winter Break

Jan. 17 Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday holiday

Jan. 31-Feb.1 Student holiday

Feb. 21 George Washington Birthday/President’s iDaigay
Mid March  Literacy Night/Heritage Night

Late March  Spring Carnival

April 4 Student holiday

April TBD  Secretary/Administration Appreciation Wee

April 18-22  Spring Break

May 2-6 Teacher Appreciation Week

May 30 Memorial Day holiday

Mid June Field Days

June 21 Last Day of School
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Rising Kindergarten

2
i Play Dates >
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In the Park

Mantua PTA New Family Welcome Committee invites you
and your family to play and meet other rising
Kindergarteners at Eakin Park. It's a great way toease the
transition into Kindergarten if your child knows fa miliar
faces. Eakin Park is located at the end of Hamilto Street in
the Mantua Neighborhood. Please bring a snack andrink
for your child/ren. (Sorry no toilets available.)

Play Dates are scheduled:
Friday, May 21 at 1:30pm-3:30pm
Saturday, June 19 at 10am-11:30am
Wednesday, July 14 at 10am-11:30am
Saturday, August 21 at 10am-11:30am




