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FAQs for Mantua K-2 Grade Parents

| keep hearing about “families” of classes. What des that mean?

From kindergarten through second grade, studeatplaced into one of three Families — Family 1, iiathor
Family 3. Each family has one or two classes ed&dimdergartners, first-graders and second-gradéost
students stay in the same family for kindergarkenugh second grade. All three families are supgabity
Mantua’s specialists (Reading, Learning Disab#itiESOL, Technology and Total Communications).

The teachers within each family work together. tid sometimes have different teachers within hizeo
family. For example, your first-grader may be vstpng at subtraction. For that subject, she mghin a
classroom with mostly second-graders in her fanhilyewise, if she needs extra help learning totiele, she’ll
be grouped with children with similar needs in sizene subject, perhaps more first-graders and lgader
from her family. This is called “flexible groupirigStill, most of your child’s day will be spent \kither primary
classroom teacher. In addition to enabling thehteescto meet a wider range of student needs, thitiéa also
provide a comforting “small-school feel” to youngdudents.

What is a multi-age class?

Multi-age grouping is the practice of purposelyqitg children of more than one age and ability Ieogether.
Children in multi-age groups are expected to vargxperience, maturity and strengths. Mantua El¢angn
offers K-l and 1-2 multi-age classes in additioridimgle-grade” kindergarten and first- and secagrdde
classes. Each K-I classroom has a balance of lgadgrers and first graders. Our single-grade kigaieen
classes as well our K-l classrooms have a hetesmgengroup of students with a variety of strengtind needs.

How does a multi-age approach differ from single-gede programs?

Single-grade classes, too, include students witinge of abilities and needs. Single-grade teagsiarsfor and
differentiate instruction based the individual gots. This is the essence of effective teachingiéler, a
mixture of ages places the emphasis on individaatstakes the emphasis off comparisons within adgr
level” framework. In a multi-age setting, the teachonstantly plans for a wide range of abilitiwgh many
opportunities for small group and individualizegtiuction.

How long will a student stay in a multi-age class?

Students who enter a multi-age class as a “young#irspend two years with the same teacher. Parent
teachers, and children develop a relationshipdhatbegin immediately in September. In any givear yiealf
the class will know the teacher’s routines, expigmis, and management systems. Summer anxietdisee
and September begins more easily as half the sfsidan act as role models for their new classmates.

What students might particularly benefit from a multi-age classroom?

There is no right answer that fits all childrenn&ochildren may benefit from a single grade configjon, some
from multi-age, and others from either setting. fEh&e many similarities between both. A multi-agssroom
may appeal to the child who benefits from projesisall group instruction, and cooperative work witers.
There may be more varied experiences occurringlsamepusly within the multi-age setting, resultinga
carefully orchestrated but active environment. phesonalities of children also should be considei@dsome
may gain confidence and leadership by assumingaolleeof “older,” if not this year, then the next.

Fortunately, at Mantua, your child will probablyMeathe experience of both a single-grade and aifaget
experience during their K-2 years. Often our staslerho begin in a K-l classroom then move to a sdgrade
classroom. Other students who begin in a kindeggastassroom, then move to a multiage 1-2 classifootine
next two years. Parents report their children Haemefited from both experiences!

*Excerpts taken from Kings Park Elementary Website



